
If you are hit by a car in new york
•	DO NOT MOVE or allow others to move you, especially if you 

feel pain in your neck or back.
•	Only a doctor, paramedic, or emergency medical technician 

may give first aid. (NYPD Patrol Guide §217-01.)
•	Ask bystanders to gather facts and witness phone numbers. 

Speak without nodding or moving your head. 
•	Write down what happened to you, or ask others to, and give 

to or tell the EMTs.
•	Don’t admit fault or speculate on the extent of your injuries.
•	Wait for police or ambulance. If you suspect even a minor 

injury, say so, and insist that police write a Police Accident 
Report (MV-104AN). Get the report number.

•	Seek medical and legal help. Ask a family member or close 
friend to be your advocate.

•	Go to the hospital or doctor right away. Even without symp-
toms, you may be injured. The car owner’s No-Fault insur-
ance will pay the bills. MVAIC may pay for hit-and-runs.

If you witness a crash
•	Call 911 with the exact location. Write down what happened 

to victim to help EMT assess injury.
•	Get car license and witness phone numbers 
•	Divert traffic. But don’t endanger yourself. EMTs don’t want 

more victims.
•	Do not lift or move crash victim (unless immediate danger 

outweighs risk of permanently disabling the patient).
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Information to gather 

•	Vehicle license plate number and state of issue. 
•	Driver’s name, birth date, and address (on driver’s license).
•	Witnesses’ name, address and phone (ask to remain on the 

scene).
•	Police Accident Report number, officer name, precinct, 

badge number. 
•	Vehicle’s insurance company, policy number, and expiration;  

vehicle make; and registered owner (from registration card).
•	Name, address, and phone of passengers.
 
What else to do
•	Take notes. Write down what happened and conditions at 

the crash site as soon as possible.
•	Preserve physical evidence--ripped clothing, damaged prop-

erty, or other evidence from the impact. Photograph the car, 
license plate, crash scene, your injuries or bike.

•	Keep your receipts and organize them. 
•	Inform your own auto insurer.  
•	If the driver’s insurer asks for a statement, give only your 

name and phone number (or your lawyer’s phone). 
•	Inform yourself of your rights (or ask your advocate to do it). 

File an insurance claim. (Info at www.NycCarAccident.net.)
•	Consider engaging a lawyer. For free referral, call NYC Bar 

Association: (212) 626-7373. Abogado: Para español, llame 
gratis (212) 626-7374.
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